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How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! Rom.10:15 

It was a Saturday afternoon and we were leaving the city and driving one hour north to CIMA del Rey, our 
ministry center. As we were passing through the city, I told the boys, (with my “tongue-in-cheek”) “Boys, 

I’m not sure, but I think the Holy Spirit may be leading us to stop and get some chocolate.” 
 

To which Nicolas quickly responded, “Mom, I am feeling it in my spirit, too!”  
 

I decided to stop at the grocery store. I parked, and as soon as I got out of the car, I was met by three 

“limpiabotas”, or shoeshine boys, asking to shine our shoes. Well, Marcus’ shoes looked horrible, and 
mine weren’t so great either. So, on a whim, I decided to let these guys shine our shoes.  

As the boys shined our shoes, I asked them their names. They told me their names were Alexander, Daniel 
& Tato. I asked Daniel, as he scrubbed Marcus’ grubby shoe, “Daniel did you know that you have the same 

name as a very famous Bible character?”  
 

 “Yes,” said Daniel.  
 

“Do you know the Bible story about Daniel?” I inquired.  
 

“Yes,” he replied. “He died on the cross for our sins.”  
 

This made me smile, as I explained that it was Jesus, not Daniel, who died on the cross.  “Actually, I’m 

talking about another guy in the Bible who was spent a night with lions. His name was named Daniel just 
like you. Do you guys want to hear about this Daniel?”  

 
They were all VERY interested, so I told them about “Daniel and the Lion’s Den.” They took their time shin-

ing shoes as I told the story, and when we were finished, they told me that they would be watching my car 
as I shopped.  

 
As we entered the supermarket, Nicolas said, “Mom, the Holy Spirit really did lead us to get some choco-

late!” So we bought chocolate for ourselves and for the shoeshine boys. 
 

The boys were waiting next to my car when we entered the parking lot, just as they promised. As I gave 

them the chocolate that we bought for them, I reminded them that although they may never end up in a 
lion’s den like Daniel, there may be many situations in their lives that will cause them to be fearful. I en-

couraged them to remember to pray like Daniel did, and ask God to take care of them. Then, I asked them if 
they were Christians.  

Daniel told me, “I’m waiting until I’m eleven to be a Christian.”  
Tato said, “We have to stop lying before we can be Christians.”  

Alexander added, “Sometimes we go to church.”  
 

I told the guys, “I have good news! You don’t have to wait until you are eleven, you don’t have to stop lying, 
or go to church before you can become a Christian. You can become a Christian today!” In that moment, I 

was able to lead those three shoeshine boys to Jesus. 
 

Some people may believe this chocolate mission is a “sweet” but insignificant story. After all, these were 

just uneducated little boys shining shoes in a parking lot. In fact, the parking lot “limpiabotas” are often 
ignored, they beg for attention, and are considered an annoyance to the shoppers.  Yet we know that I 

know that this encounter was an important moment with eternal implications. The spiritual seed that was 
planted in their hearts is NOT insignificant. 

 
As we said good-bye to our new friends they begged me to come by and see them every Saturday and 

Sunday at the supermarket parking lot.  For me, this is a great reason to stop and get some chocolate! And 
I’m pretty sure that Nicolas, Marcus and the Holy Spirit will agree!  

 
Thank you so much for your gifts and prayers that make it possible for us to reach children like Tato, Alex-
ander and Daniel in Dominican Republic! 

How Chocolate Spreads the Gospel 

*Leanne Walker & Andrew Marshall 
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 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Please pray for… 

...continued provision as we should be itinerating as of this summer but we need to extend another year this term. 

...for our work with the National Missions Agency here in Dom. Rep. Pray for our churches here to learn to support their miss ionaries even in the midst 

of economic crisis.  
...Pray for our missions students that are currently serving on their transcultural internships. Ronald who just returned from Ecuador, Angie in Haiti, 

Hiddekel in Haiti, Ebenezer in Belize, Elisa in Haiti  
…a vehicle for the Bethesda Girls Home that Rennae works with. They have no transportation for the girls and this is a hardsh ip.  

…summer evangelistic outreaches and follow-up in Bani, Villa Vazquez, Moncion, El Seibo, Santo Domingo and CIMA de Rey 

…the development of our CIMA del Rey Ministry Center. We need to finish building a dorm building to expand our capacity.  

… Pray for shoe shine boys like Tato, Daniel and Alexander that work all over the country often to help support the family. Many of these boys do not go 

to school.  

 …our boys at home Alex, Nicolas and Marcus, and that our family can continue to be a vessel of the love of God and influence for the Dominican Repub-
lic. Pray for our son, Troy, who is studying at Wheaton College in Chicago, IL.  
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 Nelson and Rennae de Freitas 
   Since 1993, the de Freitas family [Nelson, Rennae, Troy (20), Alexander (16), Nicolas (12), and Marcus 10)] has 
served in the Dominican Republic. Their ministry has included work with the National Sunday School Department, 
church construction, compassion ministries, Bible School, missions, as well as teaching and preaching. However, 
their main passion and focus is reaching youth and children. They founded Dominican Republic King’s Castle 
Ministries which is committed to forming disciples with a missionary vision to reach children and youth to the Lord. 
CIMA del Rey, the Caribbean Institute for Missions Advancement was established after purchasing property in the 
mountains for a training center. In keeping with the missionary focus, Quisqueya Master’s Commission was started in 
order to train Dominicans for missionary service. Rennae ministers to women and children who have been victimized 
by human trafficking and prostitution in the Dominican Republic.  

Courier Service Mailing Address: 
Nelson & Rennae de Freitas 
c/o Agape Flights DMG #20790 
100 Airport Ave 
Venice, FL 34285 
Email: nelson.defreitas@agmd.org 

Dominican Republic Contact Numbers 
VoIP:   727-388-6908 
Home:  809-227-0407 
Mobile:  809-729-1247  
Fax:  809-560-4438 
www.defreitasfamily.org 

Please send offerings to: 
Assemblies of God World Missions 

Account #2453439 
1445 Boonville Ave 

Springfield, MO 65802 

WAYS TO CONNECT WITH US! 

the de Freitas family 

Nelson: nqdefreitas 
Rennae: mangumission 

Nelson: nqdefreitas 
Rennae: rennae.defreitas 

defreitasfamily.blogspot.com 


